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Abstract. This study explores the possibilities of exploiting forming operations of the 3D printed materials manufactured 
using selective laser melting (SLM) and fused filament fabrication (FFF) 3D printing methods. The exploiting of the 
forming operations has been examined in accordance with the following considerations: Joining by forming, security 
features based on the designed deformations of the construction, changing the local properties of the material by forming 
and design of the parts and constructions for easy manufacturing and assembly. The study was conducted by using 
exemplary structures to determine the possible benefits of the forming in different applications. The possibilities of the 
forming in the Design for Additive Manufacturing process were also taken into account and reflected on while conducting 
the investigation. Based on the results of the examination, it is recommended that the forming possibilities and limitations 
are acknowledged already preparation phase of the printing. The study also suggests that there is a need for more 
information and wider studies on the formability of the 3D printed materials. 

 
 


